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The UK'is a favoured location for research by companies from around the
world. Several of the UK's most successful industries, notably pharmaceuticals,
have a world perspective. They are dependent on research and need to
know that UK science is of world standard. We will work to ensure that
Britain remains an attractive environment for research and innovation.
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The decision for a company on where to site its research
facility is a complex one, but high on its list will be the
excellence of UK researchers, our world-renowned
research centres, the highly skilled graduates emerging
from our universities and the developing relationship
between our researchers and business. The quality of our
research and our graduates makes the UK an attractive
location for private sector research. Around one quarter
of business R&D in the UK is financed from abroad?.
Companies such Ford, Pfizer, Airbus, Eli Lilly, Nokia

and Syngenta have chosen the UK for large-scale

R&D investment. Our success in attracting the best
overseas researchers will give them confidence

that the strength of UK research will endure.

Plans to increase the economic impact of our investments,
published in January 2007, will create a more attractive
environment for research-intensive companies. We will
forge new relationships with businesses and harness the
collective energies of other funders and stakeholders.

The current value of EPSRC research grants invested in
collaboration with overseas companies is around £100
million. Recent examples include E.on and Philips.

The Research Councils will grasp the opportunities
afforded by the creation of an arm'’s length Technology
Strategy Board. We will agree targets with the Department
of Innovation, Universities and Skills on the funding of
collaborative research with the TSB. We are committed
to a number of Knowledge Transfer Networks. Their
ability to increase the breadth and depth of the knowledge
transfer of technology into UK-based businesses will
enhance the attractiveness of to overseas investors.

We will work closely with the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, the Department of Innovation, Universities and
Skills, and UK Trade and Investment in “selling” the
huge benefits of undertaking research and development
in the UK. RCUK participates in UKTI's campaign to
promote the UK as a home for research-intensive
global enterprise and will identify the researchers

and universities with which companies thinking of
performing research in the UK might collaborate to
best effect. We also stimulate collaborative research
with companies not based in the UK, such as Nokia,
Bang & Olufson and Boeing. Such relationships deliver
powerful messages about the strength of UK research.

?Internationalisation of R&D in the UK: A Review of the Evidence. Arthur D Little, A report to the Office of Science and Technology, November 2005
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> Promote the UK as a world

S

centre for research and innovation

KNOWLEDGE BEACONS

- The Science and Technology Facilities
Council operates two Science and
Innovation campuses at Daresbury in
Cheshire and Harwell in Oxfordshire.
These provide the platforms for the
public and private sector to participate
in collaborative science and technology
programmes across disciplines and sectors.

Together, the two Campuses build on the
established portfolio of skills, knowledge,
science, technology, innovation and business
at STFC's laboratories. Knowledge exchange
is a key objective for the campuses, which

A HEALTHY DIAGNOSIS

> In March 2006 EPSRC and Philips Research

announced a £6 million agreement to

fund research and training in biomedical
technology. The research is aimed at the
development of next-generation diagnostic
and monitoring technologies for medical
devices. Prime applications are likely to
include health monitoring while travelling in

an ambulance between a medical emergency

and hospital, state-of-the-art biosensors for
more general diagnostics and measurement
purposes within healthcare facilities, and the
rapidly expanding personal health and fitness

are making an outstanding contribution to
driving and developing the UK's knowledge
economy. This contribution would not be
possible without close collaboration with
local universities, the Regional Development
Agencies, the local councils, the UK Atomic
Energy Authority and the private sector.

With the involvement of key academic,
political and commercial stakeholders, there
is every expectation that they can become
‘knowledge beacons’ for UK plc, attracting
world class research and innovation.

Aerial view of the Harwell Science and Innovation Campus in Oxfordshire.The Rutherford Appleton Laboratory is in the foreground.The Diamond Light Source is top right.

monitoring markets. These applications will
almost certainly demand battery-powered,
portable biosensors capable of transmitting
and receiving data wirelessly while in use.

The funding will support a four-year joint
research framework including leading UK

centres of academic excellence such as Imperial
College London and Cambridge University. The
framework also encompasses established Philips
Research sites at Eindhoven in the Netherlands,
Redhill in the UK, and Aachen in Germany.



If you would like more information on

any of the issues raised in the brochure,
please contact:

Research Councils UK
Polaris House,

North Star Avenue
Swindon,

Wiltshire SN2 |ET
United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0) 1793 444420
Fax: +44 (0) 1793 444409
www.rcuk.ac.uk
info@rcuk.ac.uk
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