Child
development

1958

1972

RCUK funded National
Child Development
Study shows that 33 out
of every 1000 infants
delivered die either as
stillborn or during their
first week of life, leading
to an urgent review of
maternity services

1965
Research
shows that the
strongest
influencer of
child literacy at
age 7 is social
background

1999

2001

2003

Sure Start
Baby bond scheme
Programme
announced by UK
for pre-school
Chancellor, Gordon
children
Brown, underpinned
influenced by
by RCUK evidence on
RCUK research
the health and social
showing long-term
benefits of asset
consequences of
ownership in early
childhood
adulthood
disadvantage

Paid maternity leave
extended from 18 to
26 weeks, informed
by research revealing
how maternal
employment in the
first year of life
impacts on children's
development

Stem cells

2003

1976

Smoking

1951
UK researchers
conduct first large
scale study of link
between smoking
and cancer

1940

1933

British Medical
Council
announces a
“direct causal
connection”
between smoking
and lung cancer

1965

1950

1960

1948
1930

1940

1970

1980

1960

1970

Professor Sir
John Skehel
studies the flu
virus at NIMR

World Influenza
Centre (WIC)
established at
NIMR

1946
1937
Decision taken to
expand research on
chemotherapy at
MRC National
Institute for Medical
Research

First randomised
controlled trial
designed by Bradford
Hill to measure effect
of streptomycin in
respiratory
tuberculosis. First
drug therapies for
leukaemia published

1958
1955
RCUK funds the
first multicentre
randomised
controlled trial
for acute
lymphoblastic
leukaemia (ALL)

Two working
parties of RCUK
researchers formed
to establish
common criteria
for the typing of
leukaemia and
explore the
feasibility of further
clinical trials

2006

2007

RCUK
researchers
discover
embryonic stem
cells could
develop into
other body cells

International stem
cell initiative
chaired by UK
researchers
characterises 59
human embryonic
stem cell lines

2005
British Medical
Journal report
produces the most
authoritative data
yet on the impact
of passive smoking.
Research claimed
it killed 11,000 a
year in the UK

2009
Regenerative
medicine is
worth £500
million

2006-2007
UK smoking
ban comes into
force, starting in
Scotland on
26 March 2006

2000

2010

2003
1990

2009

2000

2010

2003

1981

Bird-flu increases
fears of human
flu pandemic

Researchers at
NIMR work
on epidemic
flu strains

NIMR researchers
identify what
allows flu to
spread from
poultry to people

2009
New outbreak of
the H1N1 strain
of influenza. First
doses of vaccine
made available
five to six
months after
identification
of the virus

2009
WIC forms part
of WHO Global
Surveillance Network,
helping to develop
recommendations
on the composition of flu
vaccine for countries all
over the world each year

1984

1969
MRC Leukaemia
Unit at
Hammersmith
established

Mouse
model of
Downs
Syndrome
produced

2004

1975 to 1993

1940s

2005

1993

1990

1980

2004
Researchers
at the
University of
Newcastle
succeed in
producing
human
blastocysts
via cloning

UK researchers
suggest smokers
are three times
more likely to die
in middle-age than
non-smokers, and
up to half of all
smokers will
eventually die
from their habit

1989

1933
RCUK researchers
identify human influenza
virus at the National
Institute for Medical
Research (NIMR) – to
become one of the most
important centres in the
world for flu research

1978

1969

1950

Human fertilisation
and embryology act
allows creation of
human embryos

UK researchers Government
publish results
health
of 20-year
warnings to
study of
be carried
smokers, and
on all
conclude that
cigarette
one in three
packets in
dies from
the UK
the habit

British
Government
bans cigarette
advertising on
television

2002
Researchers
UK is world
at Kings
pioneer in
College
setting up
London
stem cell
generate the
bank
first human
embryonic
cell

1990

Martin Evans
successfully
cultures
pluripotent
mouse ES cells

1930

Flu

Research shows
that upgrading adult
basic skills leads
to improved
employment, health
and social outcomes,
triggering the ‘Skills
for Life’ strategy and
initiatives such as the
‘Gremlins’ TV
campaign

Government policy
on unemployment
influenced by
evidence on the
long-term impact
on children of
growing up with a
jobless father

1981

1957

Childhood
leukaemia

1997

1982

Link between
smoking in pregnancy
and low birth weight
established, leading
to new advice for
expectant mothers
and warnings
appearing on
cigarette packets

Support for ALL
trials moves to
the MRC Clinical
Trials Services
Unit at Oxford
and recruitment
to trials
increases to 82%
of ALL cases

1970s
Seven childhood
ALL trials
conducted in the
UK. Recruitment
increased to 40%
of childhood
ALL cases

1985-90
Tenth UK ALL
trial (UK ALL
X) increases
survival to
74% at
8 years

1986

1990s

British researchers
Survival
report a 15-20%
increases to
increase in 4-year
over 80% and
disease-free survival recruitment to
compared with the trials over 90%
best results of
previous studies

2000s
Thanks to
dramatic increases
in survival, focus
now shifts to
tailoring curative
treatments to
reduce side-effects

1977

MRI

1973

Healthy Society

RCUK funded
researcher Sir
Peter Mansfield
uses MRI to image
some soft tissue

Mansfield
develops echoplanar imaging –
speeding up
MRI imaging

1983
University of
Manchester
Medical School
installs the first
commercial MR
scanner in Europe

2003

2009

Sir Peter Mansfield
wins the Nobel
Prize for his work

MRI in use in
hospitals worldwide.
Research continues,
such as recent work
on improving breast
screening for
younger women

2009
UK researchers
continue to develop
MRI techniques –
including
manipulating rocket
fuel to improve MRI
sensitivity and allow
faster diagnoses

